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for ExportasTop
Priority, States Told

AVOIDING DELAYS DGFT wants states to instruct
govt labs to provide the report at the earliest

Teena.Thacker
@timesgroup.com

- New Delhi: India's drug regula-

tor has asked the statedrugcont-

rollers togive instructions to the-

ir government-run laboratories @@
to analyse the samples of cough
syrups that have to be exported

“on top priority” and issue a test
report at the earliest in order to
~ avoiddelays.

The Directorate General of Fo-
reign Trade (DGFT) on Monday
made it mandatory for the expor-
ters to cough syrups to get them
tested at the government labora-
tory before they are exported.

According to the notification
the exporters will have to also
produce the certificate of analy-
sis (CoA) from the government
laboratory to be able to export
cough syrups effective Junel.

In a letter dated May 24, the
DrugController Generalof of In-
dia (DCGI) has asked the state
drug controllers “to give instruc-
tions to their state-owned NABL
accreditated laboratories to ana-
lyse the samples received from
the manufacturers of cough sy-
rups for export purpose on top
priority and issue the test report
atthe earliest,” it said..

“It is further requested to all
central laboratories to give top
priority inanalysingthesamples
received from the manufacturers
and issue the reportimmediately
in.order to avoid delays,” it furt-
her said.

Accordingtothe DGFT notifica-
tion the CoA can be obtained
from various government labo-
ratories including the India
Pharmacopoeia Commission,
Ghaziabad, Central Drug Labo-
ratories (CDL) at Kolkata, Chen-
nai, Mumbai and Hyderabad,
Other than this, the certificates
can also be taken from regional
laboratories including RDTL

. D as.as. 23

Syrups

‘;.'
3

Chandigarh, Guwahati, and any
NABL accredited state drugs tes-
tinglaboratory.

“The export of cough syrup un-
der ITC (HS) Codes falling under
the heading 3004 shall be permit-
ted subject to the export sample
being tested and production of
CoA issued by any of the labora-
tories with effect from June 1,
2023,” the notification said.

The intervention by the DGFT
follows past incidents where In-
dia-made cough syrups imported
into Gambia were allegedly fo-
und to be contaminated with di-
ethylene glycol (DEG)andethyle-
ne glycol (EG) resulting in acute
kidney injury (AKI) cluster
among childrerix L :

An investigation led 0¥
ted States Center for Disease
Control and and
Gambian scientists in March
“strongly suggested” that medi-
cations contaminated with DEX
or EG imported into the Gambia
led to this AKI cluster among
children. :
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