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Goyal exhorts exporters to look
atnewer markets f()r millets

——
Prabhudatta Mishra
New Delhi

Channayya Yemmetti
Hiremath, CEO of Karnataka-
based Gaurishankar Food In-
dustries, is one of the 60 firms/
exporters who participated in
the first ever international
buyer-seller meet on millets in

- New Delhi and has been look-

ing forward to im-
porters abroad as APEDA
plans to organise more such
meets. There are some com-
panies who have secured ex-
port orders for raw millets of a
few thousand tonnes as de-
mand for value added
products has been i

particularly from Indian

“We got serious enquiries
from the US, Indonesia and

. year,” said Hiremath. Gaur-
ishankar’s products such as
ready-to-cook  millet-based

Piyush Goyal,
Union Commerce Minister

products as well as jowar/bajra
ready-to-eat roti have received
the attention of many of the 36
buyers from 18 countries, who

_had come for the buyer-seller

meet held on December 5 on
the sidelines of Millets-Smart
Nutritive Food Conclave.

STRESS ON RESEARCH
Inaugurating the conclave,
Commerce Minister

Goyal exhorted Indian export-

‘\“

ers to look at newer markets

for millets to T%t:h the coun-
s The minister
uylaudédmAgrndnnal and Pro-
cesseld Food Products Export
Development Authority
(APEDA) for the remarkable
work it had done so far and ex-
pressed confidence that its ef-
forts would promote Indian
milletsall over theworld.
Stressing on the need for
more research and focus on
standards for the sector, Goyal
said, “We must look for newer
search is required to see newer
varieties.” He also the
stakeholders to focus on
boosting productivity of mil-
lets. “Let’s become the global
capital of millets,” he said.
Commerce Sunil
Barthwal said there is a huge
scope to boost millet exports
and the nt has set a
target of $100 million in 2-3
years from the current $15
million. He said APEDAwill or-
ganise many such buyer-seller
meets to promote millets.
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2020, and up to November 30,
.2022. our sureau

jf/ Soluble coffee exports up 119 in October

Vlshwanath Kulkarni v
Bengaluru

Coffee exports for the 2022-
23 season starting October
are off to a good start, mainly
in the soluble and robusta cof-
fee segment, while major pro-
ducers such as Brazil and Viet-
nam have seen a decline
during the period, according
to the International Coffee
. Organisation (ICO).

ROBUSTA EXPORTS
#ICO in its latest report for
November said the global ex-
ports of green beans in Octo-
#*ber 2022 totalled 8.5 million
 bags compared with 8.72 mil-
"‘hon bags in the same month a
*year ago, down 2.5 per cent.
“While the Brazilian Naturals
alone started the new coffee
year with an uptick of 0.5 per
cent, shipments of Colombian
Milds decreased by 4.1 per
cent to 0.94 million bags in
October (0.98 million bags in

cinesto 150 countries. Had we

2 (ul 8“'.)-‘

Covid-19, we supplied medi-

“In the times to come, we

BUCKING TREND, Save for India and Indonesia, all major
origins within the robustas group saw their exports fall in October

October 2021). Expons of ro-
bustas fell by 4.8 per cent to
2.82 million bags (2.96 million
bags) during the period. With
the exception of India and In-
donesia, all major origins
within the robustas group saw
their exports of green beans
fall in October 2022.

- October,

However,
of sduble coffee

total
increased 10.9% to 1.19

million bags compared with
1.07 nulhonbagsayearago

|

RAL R A SRR ARGl TV

Brazil, the largest exporter of
soluble - coffee,  shipped
291,345 bags in October
2022, down 6.2 per cent from
3,10,731 bags in October
2021.

‘Soluble or instant coffees

' accountforclosetoathlrdof

India’s coffee exports. In the

calendar year till date, exports

of instant coffees from India
stood at 1.24 lakh tonnes com-
pared with 1.11 lakh tonnes a

year ago. As per Coffee

A Fa i "o = P L e Wa v mnf\

P n,
said. He indicated the govern-

Board’s latest data, export
permits issued from October
1to December 6 were lower at
57,669.6 tonnes compared
with 71,909.3 a year ago.The
value of these permits issued
stood at $163.13 million
($172.52 million). The har-
vest of the arabica coffee has
started in the key-producing
regions of Kodagu and
Chikmagalur, while the ro-
busta harvest is set to com-
mence in the next few weeks.

Ramesh Rajah, President,
Coffee Exporters Association,
said there is good demand for
robusta cherry and soluble
coffees. Such demand, for
moderately prices coffees
could be largely driven by the
p ing economic condi-"
tions inthe USand Europe.

ICO has pegged the world
coffee production for the crop «
year 2022-23 year at 167.2 mil-
lion bags, a 2.1 per cent de-
crease as compared with
170.83 million bags in the pre-
vious year.
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up export of 27, OOO

Vivo phonesin clash with China

Bloombcrgv

Indian authorities have pre-
“¥ented Vivo from exporting
some 27,000 smartphones
for more than a week in a
setback to the Chinese com-
gaan plan to ship devices
from India to neighboring

‘ﬂle hones, manu-
factured by Vivo’s India
| '.unit,amebelngheldu atthe
| New Delhi airport bylndla’s
I revcgue int ce unit, a
branch of the Finance Min-
istry, over alleged misde-
| claration of the device mod-
els and their value, multiple

people familiar with the

matter said. The shipment is
worth nearly $15 million,
according to sources.

INTENSE SCRUTINY
‘An industry lobby group
called the
agency’s actions “unilateral
and preposterous.”

“We request your kind

government

ROADBLOCK. Vivo
exported its first batch of
India-made smartphones in
early November to Saudi
Arabia and Thailand reurers

and urgent intervention to
stop this - unfortunate
course of action,” Pankaj
Mohindroo, the Chairman

of India Cellular and Elec-

tronics Association, wrote
in letter to the tech
ministry.

“Such. unwa;rranted ac- .

tions by enforcement agen-
cies will diffuse the drive
and motivation to encour-

age electronics manufactur
ing-and exports from India.”
The political chasm

" between India and China

widened after the two nuc-
lear-armed nations clashed
at a disputed Himalayan
border in the summer of
2020. New Delhi has also in-
tensified  scrutiny  of
Chinese companies operat-
ing in India, including SAIC
Motor Corp Ltd’s MG Mo-
tor India Pvt Ltd, and the

local units of Xiaomi Corp

and ZTE Corp.
The blockage of Vivo’s

shipments at the airport is

likely to unnerve other

‘Chinese smartphone play-

ers in India, where the gov-
ernment, led by Prime Min-
1ster Narendra Modi, is
pushing them to ramp up
exports and build local su
ﬂe chains. That could

eaten India’s ambitious
target of exporting elec-
tronics products worth
$120 billion by the end of
March 2026.
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